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belonging to the following year, must in some ivay or other be
made good. Altogether, the King's liabilities now amounted
to 68o>oooLl to say nothing of a standing deficit which, after
including the extraordinary expenditure, was certain to exceed
2oo,ooo/. a year.

Before the resolution to summon Parliament had been taken,
che Government had before it a list of the concessions proposed
Proposed ^Y Neville to be made. Partly from this, and partly
legislation. from ot^er sources> a iist of Bills was drawn up to be
offered to the new Parliament.2 Undoubtedly if even a quarter
of those bills had become law, that Parliament would have
been noted for its useful legislation. But it would have acquired
its reputation by the abandonment of all interest in those higher
questions which, once mooted, can never drop out of sight.
Not a word was suggested by the Government of any solution
of the vexed question of impositions, or of the still more vexed
question of the ecclesiastical settlement.

Whether Neville was hampered by his knowledge that the
King had resolved to stand firm on these two points it is
impossible to say. It must have required a very sanguine
temperament to expect that the elections would produce an
assemblage likely to content itself with being a mere Parlia-
ment of affairs, that last vain hope of statesmen who wish to
turn aside from the problems before them, because they find it
impossible to solve them to their own satisfaction.

For the first time within the memory of man, the country
was subjected to the turmoil of a general election in which a
A contested great question of principle was at stake. Under these
election. circumstances, the ministers of the Crown were in-
duced to take steps to procure a favourable majority, to which
they had thought it unnecessary to resort ten years previously.
How far they went it is difficult to say, with the scanty informa-
tion which we possess. Neville, indeed, had offered to undertake,
The Under- on behalf of the future House of Commons, that if
takers. ^ jQng wouid concede all the chief points in
dispute, the House would not be niggardly in granting the

1   Lansd. MSS. 165, fol. 257.    The statement is dated May 2.

2  Bacon's Letters and Life> v. 14.